
LOK SABHA PASSES BILL TO LINK VOTER ID, 
AADHAAR CARD AMID PROTEST BY OPPN

The opposition has argued that 
allowing the Aadhaar card-voter 
ID link could lead to more 
non-citizens voting in country

New Delhi: Four 
changes in the elec-
toral law, the key one 
allowing linking of  
Aadhaar to the voter 
identity card, was 
passed in the Lok 
Sabha amid uproar 
today. The opposition 
demanded a review 
of  the bill, arguing 
against the Aadhaar-
voter I-card link.

Mohd Fahad

Mumbai: On a day 
marked by high volatili-
ty, Sensex and Nifty50 
closed at the lowest lev-
els since August 23, amid 
increasing worries over 
the rapidly spreading 
Omicron variant of  the 
coronavirus.

Some countries in Eu-
rope have already be-
hind lockdowns while 
others are also consider-
ing the same. Hawkish 
tone by central banks 
across the world is not 
helping the markets ei-
ther. Sensex declined 
1189.73 points or 2.09 per 
cent to close at 55,822.01. 
The index at one point 
had hit the low of  
55,132.68 before  recov-
ery. NSE Nifty fell 371 
points or 2.18 per cent to 
16,614.20.

01 The opposition has 
contended that 

allowing the Aadhaar 
card-voter ID link could play 
into the hands of non-
citizens, who can take 
advantage of the law and 
vote by just showing 
Aadhaar

02 “Aadhaar was meant 
to be proof of 

residence, not  citizenship. If 
you are asking for an Aadhar 
card from the voter, all you 
get is a document that 
reflects residence. You are 
potentially giving voting 
rights to non-citizens,” said  
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor

03 The Congress, MK 
Stalin’s DMK, Sharad 

Pawar’s Nationalist 
Congress Party, Trinamool 

Congress, Shiv Sena and 
the BSP opposed the 
Election Laws (Amendment) 
Bill in the Lok Sabha

04 YSR Congress, too, 
sought scrutiny and 

debate on bill and asked the 
government to return with a 
comprehensive version

05 Naveen Patnaik’s Biju 
Janata Dal opposed 

the way the bill was 
introduced and passed

06 Under the right to 
privacy judgment of 

Supreme Court, the seeding 
of Aadhaar with voter 
identity cards will be 
voluntary

07 The project to link 
Aadhaar with electoral 

data was started by the 
Election Commission as part 
of process reforms. The 
idea was to stop multiple 
entries in electoral rolls and 
make them error-free

08 The poll panel had 
even started 

collecting Aadhaar numbers 
as part of its National 
Electoral Roll Programme.

09 But the Supreme 
Court order on 

Aadhaar in August 2015 put 
the brakes on it

10 EC then proposed a 
change in electoral 

law. The proposal was pend-
ing with government since

TOP 10
POINTS

INVESTORS LEFT POORER BY `6.81 LAKH CRORE

BLOODBATH
DALAL STREET

While Nifty 50 hit a 
low of 16,653 points, 
Sensex fell 1,190 
points to 55922.58

Domestic equity 
markets were in a 
freefall right from 
the start of trading 
on Monday, with 
both the 
benchmark indices 
opening over a 
percent lower

BEARS TOOK CONTROL OF STOCK MARKETS AS BENCHMARK INDICES, 
NIFTY50 AND SENSEX, SLIPPED OVER 2 PER CENT EACH

@

BANKS RECOVER 
`13,100 CR FROM 
MALLYA, NIRAV, 
MEHUL: FinMin
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Monday 
said that banks have 
recovered Rs 13,109.17 
crore from asset sale 
of fugitives like Vijay 
Mallya, Nirav Modi and 
Mehul Choksi. She said 
this while replying to a 
discussion on the second 
batch of Supplemen-
tary Demands for Grants 
which was approved 
by the Lok Sabha amid 
uproar by the Opposition 
over various issues. The 
Supplementary Demands 
for Grants authorised the 
government to spend an 
additional Rs 3.73 lakh cr 
during the current fiscal.

Delimitation panel 
proposes 6 addl seats 
for Jammu, 1 for Valley

PM in Prayagraj 
today for event 
on women 
empowerment

Pak boat with 
`400 cr heroin 
caught off 
Gujarat coast

New Delhi: PM Modi 
will visit Uttar Pradesh, 
which is scheduled to 
hold assembly elections 
early next year, on Tues-
day. The Prime Minis-
ter’s Office (PMO) said 
in a release the pro-
gramme in Prayagraj is 
being held as per PM 
Modi’s “vision to em-
power women, especial-
ly at the grassroots lev-
el, by providing them 
with the necessary 
skills, incentives, and 
resources.” 

He has already been 
to the poll-bound state a 
number of  times this 
month to launch big-
ticket infrastructure 
projects, including 
Kashi Vishwanath Cor-
ridor in his constituen-
cy of  Varanasi.

New Delhi: A Pakistani 
fishing boat with six 
crew members and car-
rying 77 kg of  heroin 
worth around Rs 400 
crore was caught in the 
Indian waters off  the 
Gujarat coast, officials 
said on Monday. 
The drug seizure was 
made after Sunday mid-
night in a joint opera-
tion by the Indian Coast 
Guard and the Gujarat 
ATS, around 35 nautical 
miles off  the Jakhau 
coast in Kutch district 
of  Gujarat.

New Delhi: The Delimi-
tation Commission has 
proposed to increase the 
number of  Assembly 
seats in Jammu region 
to 43 and in Kashmir Val-
ley to 47 while 24 seats 
are expected to remain 
in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir in a draft pro-
posal discussed during 
its meeting in New Delhi 
on Monday with the as-
sociate members. Nine 
seats have been proposed 
for STs and seven for SCs 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
in its first paper drafted 
by the Commission.

The commission on 
Monday called five Jam-
mu and Kashmir MPs  
and asked them to sub-
mit their suggestions by 
the end of  December.

JAYA BACHCHAN CURSES BJP 
WITH ‘BAD DAYS’ OVER 

‘PERSONAL’ REMARKS IN RS

BACHCHANS’ BAHU AISHWARYA 
INTERROGATED FOR 7 HOURS
BY ED OVER PANAMA PAPERS

FACTORS LEADING TO MARKET ROUT

FII SELLING 
SPREE
The tightening of the 
policies by the central 
banks in developed 
markets has resulted 
in unabated selling by 
FIIs in India and other 
emerging markets. In 
December alone, the 
FIIs have net sold over 
Rs 26,000 crore in the 
cash market, the highest 
monthly selling this year. 
On December 17, they net 
sold Rs 2,069 crore in the 
cash market.

OMICRON 
WORRIES
The rapidly spreading 
Corona virus variant 
continued to spook inves-
tors as most countries in 
Europe scuttle to control 
the rising number of 
infections. Market experts 
believe another series of 
strict lockdowns could 
massively hurt the eco-
nomic recovery prospects 
just a year after the global 
economy started taking 
baby steps to normalisa-
tion. The Netherlands is 
the latest in the region to 
have imposed a “painful” 
lockdown right in the 
middle of festival season.

GLOBAL SPILL-OFF
Wall Street finished lower on Friday, weighed down by 
major tech giants. All three main US stock indices ended 
with a decline for the week after the Fed on Wednesday 
signalled three interest rate hikes by the end of 2022 to 
fight inflation. Asian indices also fell and oil prices slid. 
While Japan’s Nikkei fell 2.2 percent to 27,915 points, 
Hang Seng was down 1.5 percent at 22,858 points and  
Korea’s Kospi was down 1.8 percent.

POLICY TIGHTENING
A major reason that has caused the spiralling effect on 
the equity markets in Asia is the stance by the central 
banks world-wide. The Bank of England became the 
first major central bank to raise interest rates since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began. Norway raised rates for the 
second time this year on December 16, while Russia 
raised its policy rates for the seventh time this year on 
December 17. New Zealand also raised its interest rate, 
and Canada has suggested taking the same route soon.

 MEETING OF TWO GURUS!

RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat meets Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama at his residence in 
Dharamshala’s McLeodganj on Monday. —PHOTO BY PTI

‘UNACCEPTABLE, 
PROMOTES BJP’s
POLITICAL AGENDA’
Jammu & Kashmir politi-
cal parties called the draft 
recommendations of the 
Delimitation Commis-
sion “unacceptable”, with 
former Chief Minister 
and National Conference 
leader Omar Abdullah 
saying it promotes 
the “political agenda of 
the BJP”.

GEHLOT DIRECTS BABUS 
FOR SAVING TODAY’S CROPS

First India Bureau

Jaipur: With the change 
in season and winter cre-
ating havoc in the lives 
of  people especially the 
farmers, of  8 districts of  
Churu, Jhunjhunu, Si-
kar, Jaipur, Chittorgarh, 
Karauli, Bhilwara and 
Hanumangarh, CM 
Ashok Gehlot has in-
structed Agriculture 
Dept to give wide public-
ity to the fact that light 
irrigation to crops needs 
to be adopted to save the 

crops from frost. Instruc-
tions have been given to 
Energy Department to 
ensure adequate supply 
of  electricity to the farm-
ers in these districts.

On Monday, industri-
alists Ashok Hinduja & 
Prakash Hinduja called 

on CM Ashok Gehlot at 
CMR. “They discussed 
about existing invest-
ment of  the group in the 
state and further invest-
ments in the areas of  
renewable energy, trans-
port and other sectors,” 
Gehlot tweeted.

Ashok Hinduja and Prakash Hinduja called on Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot at CMR on Monday.

...meets investors to 
safeguard future

New Delhi: Upset over 
alleged “personal” re-
marks made against her, 
Samajwadi Party MP Jaya 
Bachchan on Monday 
lashed out at the 
ruling BJP in Ra-
jya Sabha with 
a “curse” that 
it will face 
bad days. 
An agitated 
Bachchan 
also told the 
chair (Bhubane-
swar Kalita) that he 
should be fair and alleged 
that an attempt was being 
made to stifle the voice 
of opposition. “I expect 

you to take action on the 
comment he made on me 
and my career. You want 
to be fair. You are sitting 
on the chair, you don’t 

belong to any party, 
sir,” she said. 

“How can 
they make 
personal 
remarks…
Aap logon 

kay buraey 
din aayengay 

(Your bad days 
will come), I curse 

you,” she said. Remarks 
claimed by Bachchan as 
“personal” could not be 
heard in the noise.

New Delhi: Actor Aish-
warya Rai Bachchan left 
the Enforcement Directo-
rate’s Delhi offices on 
Monday night after being 
questioned for over 
seven hours 
in connec-
tion with 
alleged forex 
violations 
related to the 
‘Panama Pa-
pers’. It is un-
clear if the actor 
has been summoned 
for more questioning at 
a later date. The probe 
agency recorded her 
statement over claims 

she parked her money in 
a company based in the 
British Virgin Islands, 
sources said. Aishwarya 
Rai, 48, the daughter-in-

law of Bollywood 
star Amitabh 

Bachchan, 
had been 
summoned 
earlier but 
twice sought 

more time. 
ED started 

investigating 
allegations in 2017. 

Rai had submitted for-
eign payments records 
received over past 15 
years.
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Senior Indian diplomat Pradeep Kumar Rawat, 
who is well-versed in negotiating with Chinese 
diplomats, was on Monday appointed as 
India’s next Ambassador to China. Rawat will 
succeed Vikram Misri.

The contentious anti-conversion bill was 
cleared by the Karnataka Cabinet and it is 
most likely to be tabled in the Assembly on 
Tuesday, official sources said. The proposed 
bill is being opposed by the opposition.

The Nagaland Assembly on Monday unani-
mously adopted a resolution demanding the 
repeal of AFSPA, during a special session 
held in the aftermath of the botched security 
ambush that claimed 14 lives this month.

PRADEEP KUMAR 
RAWAT TO BE 
INDIA’S NEW 

ENVOY TO CHINA

K’TAKA CLEARS 
ANTI-CONVERSION 
BILL, LIKELY TO BE 

TABLED TODAY

NAGALAND ADOPTS 
RESOLUTION 
DEMANDING 

REPEAL OF AFSPA
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Ravi Sharma

Udaipur: Governor 
Kalraj Mishra, who is 
on a three-day visit to 
Udaipur, reached the 
Lake City on Monday 
and chaired the 15th 
convocation of  Maha-
rana Pratap Universi-
ty of  Agriculture and 
Technology. 938 stu-
dents of  the university 
were awarded under-
graduate, postgradu-
ate, academic and gold 
medals.

Once again the girls 

outperformed like the 
previous years and won 
more gold medals than 

boys. State Agriculture 
Minister Lalchand Ka-
taria also attended the 

convocation. In his ad-
dress, the Governor dis-
cussed the techniques 

of  farming prevalent 
during the period of  
Maharana Pratap, as 
well as called for incor-
porating the innova-
tions in the field of  ag-
riculture for the benefit 
of  the common man.

State Agriculture 
Minister Lalchand Ka-
taria also addressed the 
gathering. Many emi-
nent personalities in-
cluding Vice Chancel-
lor of  the University 
Professor NS Rathore 
were also present in the 
programme.

Innovate in agri field to benefit masses: Guv
CONVOCATION CEREMONY

Shanti stirs up religion debate, 
says fanaticism not right!
During  Mantri Darbar, more than 150 complaints were heard by UDH Minister
Yogesh Sharma

Jaipur: Urban Develop-
ment and Housing Min-
ister Shanti Dhariwal, 
clarifying further on Ra-
hul Gandhi’s Hindu and 
Hindutva statement, 
said on Monday that 
Hindu religion means 
‘Velvet’ and Hindutva 
means ‘Fanatic Hindu.’ 
After conducting public 
hearing at State Con-
gress Headquarters, 
Dhariwal while talking 
to media, said “Today 
there are people of  Hin-
dutva fanatic thinking 
in the country. Situation 
has worsened in coun-
tries where one religion 
has ruled, whether it is 
Syria, Pakistan, Af-
ghanistan or Iraq. Fa-
naticism is not right in 
any religion, as much 
as we oppose the bigot-

ry of  Hindutva, we op-
pose the bigotry of  Is-
lam religion.”

“Its not right to raise 
marriage age of  women 
to 21 years. I personally 
feel that Centre’s this 
move is wrong. 

UDH Minister Shanti Dhariwal addresses people’s concerns during a public hearing which was held 
at the PCC Headquarters in Jaipur on Monday. 

 Lease distribution drive will run 
for several days & 10 lakh leases 
will be distributed in any case. The 

number of lease distribution is increasing 
with each passing day. —Shanti Dhariwal, UDH Min

DHARIWAL IN 
KOLKATA TODAY 

Jaipur: UDH Minister 
Shanti Dhariwal will 
fl y to Kolkata today 
in an evening fl ight. 
He will participate in 
a road show related 
to Invest Rajasthan 
Summit there on 
December 22. Dha-
riwal will return to 
Jaipur on December 
22 after attending the 
road show. During 
his Kolkata visit, the 
UDH Minister will 
also meet migrant 
Rajasthanis and in-
dustrialists. Accord-
ing to sources, PCC 
Treasurer Sitaram 
Agarwal and MLA 
Rohit Bohra will 
accompany him to 
Kolkata.

Kalraj Mishra inaugurates the 15th Convocation Ceremony 
of Maharana Pratap University of Agriculture & Technology in 
Udaipur. Also seen here is V-C of University Prof NS Rathore. 

JMC Heritage bypolls:
Voting in 2 wards today
Ziyauddin Khan

Jaipur: Voting for by 
polls in Wards 57 & 97 
of  JMC Heritage will 
be held today. About 
21,322 voters will de-
cide the fate of  the can-
didates by casting 
their votes at 23 polling 
booths. Counting will 
take place on Dec 23.

Returning officer 
Ramavatar Gurjar 
said that in wards 57 
and 97, four candidates 
are in the fray. In Ward 
97, Sunita from Con-
gress, Premdevi from 
BJP, independents 
Leela Devi, and Bharti 
Sisodia have filed 
nominations.

In Ward 57, Himan-
shu Dhalet of  BJP and 
Mahesh Tamboli of  
Congress, independents 
Suresh Kumar Verma &  
Ghanshyam have filed 
their nominations. In 
Ward 97, Maya Devi of  
Congress won in 2020 

but she died in May dur-
ing Corona’s second 
wave. Her husband 

Phoolchand remarried 
& Congress fielded his 
second wife Sunita.

COUNTING IN 4 DISTS

In view of the cold wave, State Election Commis-
sion has changed the timing of counting of votes 

for Zila Parishad and Panchayat Samiti members 
of four districts. Counting will now begin at 11 am 
instead of 9 am at the district headquarters of the 
four districts on Tuesday. The Secretary and Chief 
Electoral Offi cer of the Commission, Chitra Gupta 
said that elections have been conducted in three 
phases in Kota, Baran, Sri Ganganagar and Karauli. 
The Secretary has directed the DEOs to apprise the 
contesting candidates and political parties about 
change in timing. A total 67.25 percent voting has 
been done during three phases in the four districts.

Implement govt’s flagship welfare 
schemes in Bhilwara: Dr Joshi 
Naveen Joshi 

Bhilwara: PHED Min-
ister Mahesh Joshi, 
who is also the Minister 
in charge of  Bhilwara, 
attended a meeting of  
district level officers 
held here on Monday. 
He reviewed the func-
tion of  all the depart-
ments and took feed-
back from the officers.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, he asked the offic-
ers to fully implement 
all the flagship welfare 
schemes and budget an-
nouncements of  the 

state government in the 
district so that their ad-
vantages reach all the 
targeted beneficiaries.

Secretary Jogaram 

also stressed on imple-
menting the welfare 
schemes, so that more 
and more people can be 
benefitted. 

Young agricultural 
scientists should 
make good use of 

their knowledge in 
promoting tradi-

tional and organic 
farming.

—Lalchand Kataria, 
Agriculture Minister

Dr Mahesh Joshi during his Bhilwara visit, met young wrestlers at 
Circuit House on Monday. The kids had returned after taking part 
in National Wrestling Championship held at Jharkhand.

Icicles hang from trees in Fatehpur. 

GIRL STUDENTS OF GOVT SCHOOL FALL 
ILL AFTER EATING STALE FOOD
Tonk: Girl students at Government Devnarayan 
Girls Residential School Yusufpura Charai, fell ill 
due to eating stale food. A team of doctors from 
Arniakedar Medical Centre and Saadat Hospital 
reached the school and treated the girl students.
One and a half dozen girl students were admitted 
to Saadat Hospital after their health deteriorated. 
According to the teachers, dal, baati, churma were 
prepared in special diet on Sunday evening for 228 
girl students living in residential school. About 20 
girls were admitted  to the hospital. 

Kota: The Bhimganj Mandi police registered a case on 
Monday against an auto-rickshaw driver for raping an 
11-year-old girl & threatening to take her life, if she 
informed anyone of the incident. Cops are searching 
for the accused. According to police, the girl had gone 
to a provision store when the accused took her to 
his house in Bhadana on some pretext and outraged 
her modesty. The victim somehow managed to reach 
home and told her parents about the incident.

AUTO RICKSHAW DRIVER BOOKED FOR 
RAPING 11-YR-OLD GIRL IN KOTA

Jaipur:  MP Diya Kumari met offi ce bearers of 
Kshatriya Yuvak Sangh in Jaipur. During the meet-
ing, the patron and guide of the organisation, 
Bhagwan Singh Rolsahabsar, briefed the MP about 
the mega event that is to be organised on December 
22 at  Shri Bhavani Niketan Campus.Various aspects 
of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations were discussed. 
Diya Kumari congratulated the organisers and 
wished them success. Large number of people from 
Rajsamand will participate in the event. 

DIYA MEETS KSHATRIYA SANGH PATRON, 
WISHES SUCCESS FOR DEC 22  EVENT

NEWS DIGEST

Cold wave sweeps Raj, 
Jobner reels @minus 3°C

2nd Lok Adalat 
settles 211 
cases related 
to edu dept
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Chief  Informa-
tion Commissioner DB 
Gupta during an inter-
action with the media at 
the State Information 
Commission said that 
in the second Lok Ada-
lat organised by the 
Commission, a total of  
211 cases related to the 
education department 
were settled.
Special adalat was or-
ganised by to reduce the 
number of  pending 
cases and ensure speedy 
justice. Cases of  educa-
tion department were 
very complex. “Now 
Lok Adalat will be or-
ganised regularly by 
the Commission,” Gup-
ta addded. 
RTI is a powerful medi-
um to seek information. 
through this Lok Ada-
lat, cases pending for 
years were disposed of  
in a time bound manner 
so that the common 
man gets relief, he said. 

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The cold wave 
continues in several 
parts of  Rajasthan. In 
Fatehpur of  Sikar, the 
temperature was re-
corded in minus for the 
fourth consecutive day. 
At the same time, the 
minimum temperature 
in Churu, Sikar, Karau-
li, Jobner also remained 
in minus on Monday. 
The coldest night was at 
Jobner in Jaipur, where 

the minimum tempera-
ture was -3 degree Cel-
sius.

Director of  Jaipur 
Meteorological Centre 
Radheshyam Sharma 
said that from Decem-
ber 21, pattern of  north 
winds will change & 
winter will start de-
creasing in plains. 

Minimum tempera-
ture will go up to 8 to 10 
degree Celsius in most 
cities & relieve people 
of  the intense cold.

Grass covered with ice crystals at Swarn Jayanti Park in Vidhyadhar Nagar 
area of Jaipur on Monday morning.  —PHOTO BY SANTOSH SHARMA

Branches of a tree covered in icicles in Fatehpur.  —PHOTOS BY RAKESH GURJAR A picturesque view of the rising sun from a fi eld at Fatehpur. 

A villager warms himself 
up by sitting around fi re. 

MERCURY 
DIPS

SIKAR& 
CHURU
-0.50C

 FATEHPUR
-1.80C
KARAULI
-0.10C
ALWAR
-1.10C

Chittorgarh
-1.20C

DB Gupta



First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Advocate 
Poonam Chand 
Bhandari has warned 
to gherao the Chief  
Minister’s residence on 
December 22 regarding 
the demand of  comput-
er instructor recruit-
ment.  There are about 
14,000 government 
schools in Rajasthan 
and computer subject 
is compulsory in edu-
cation for the last 11 
years, but the surpris-
ing thing is that com-
puter teachers have 
not been appointed 

in any government 
school. A petition 
was filed in the High 

Court seeking appoint-
ment of  30,000 comput-
er teachers.

Ziyauddin Khan

Jaipur: Mayor Sheel 
Dhabhai, who returned 
from the All India May-
ors Conference in Vara-
nasi, said during a 
Press conference that 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi while speak-
ing on the Swachh 
Bharat Mission stressed 

on making the Pink 
City garbage free. The 
PM suggested replicat-
ing the Pune Nagar 
Nigam model.

Dhabhai has an-
nounced that the clean-
ing committee chair-
man, some councillors 
and a team of  officers 
will go to Pune city in 

January  and study the 
work there. The team 
would include Deputy 
Commissioner of  
Health of  the Munici-
pal Corporation, all the 
cleaning committee 
presidents, garage com-
mittee deputy commis-
sioners and councillors.

Dhabhai said that the 

project will take about 
five years to complete. 
Talking about the re-
vival of  the Ramgarh 
dam, she said that she 
has asked the Centre to 
revive it by cleaning it 
at its own expense.

Dhabhai said, “A 
campaign will start to 
make Jaipur city poly-
thene free. Single use 
polythene will be com-
pletely banned and all 
measures will be taken 
to keep the city clean.
Our aim is to give clean 
air and water to the peo-
ple of  the city.”
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Pink City to replicate Pune model
Corporation team 
to visit Pune in 
Jan to study their 
cleanliness model

Sheel Dhabhai addresses the media.  —PHOTO BY NAIM KHAN

Loan will be given under the 
Prime Minister’s Fund Scheme 
and a permanent place will be al-

lotted to the street vendors.
—Sheel Dhabhai, Mayor 

Gambling den 
busted,  Ajmer 
SP shifts lady 
SHO to lines
First India Bureau 

Ajmer:  Ajmer cops 
took action on a 
thriving gambling 
den in the Alwar 
Gate area. The re-
markable aspect of  
this operation was 
that even the police 
of  that station area 
did not get to know 
about the action. 

After this action, 
Ajmer SP Vikas 
Sharma issued an or-
der on Monday after-
noon, removing Al-
war Gate station in-
charge Sunita Gurjar 
from the police sta-
tion and summoning 
her line hazir. 

Two cops hand in 
glove with drug 
peddler shunted
First India Bureau 

Jodhpur: Two consta-
bles Dinesh Beniwal 
and Shravan Bhadu 
have been suspended 
for their involvement 
in a drug peddling case. 
A woman drug peddler, 
Sharda Vishnoi, is be-
ing interrogated for 
supplying the most 
sought-after MD drugs. 
During interrogation, 
it was found that the 
two constables were in 
touch with the woman. 
The DCP immediately 
suspended both the 
constables.

HC’s no to  
dispose of 
body in Russia
First India Bureau 

Udaipur: Hearing the 
plea of  a woman whose 
husband died in Russia 
in an accident four 
months ago, the High 
Court instructed the au-
thorities not to let the 
body be disposed of  till 
the next hearing.

Justice Dinesh Mehta 
has asked the Foreign 
Secretary to resolve is-
sue through diplomatic 
channels. The court has 
posted the next hearing 
to 4th January 2022.

      IN THE COURTYARD

EX-CHAIRMAN OF 
ALWAR CIVIC 
BODY GETS BAIL
Jaipur: Bina Gupta, 
former chairman of 
Municipal Council 
Alwar, got bail from the 
Rajasthan High Court, 
Jaipur on Monday. 
She was arrested a 
month ago by ACB 
along with her son 
Kuldeep while taking 
bribe of Rs 80,000. 
About 21 days after 
being trapped by 
ACB and going to 
jail, the government 
had suspended Bina 
Gupta and made ward 
6 councillor Mukesh 
Sarwan as the chair-
man three days ago.  
Since former deputy 
chairman Ghanshyam 
Gurjar, has got HC stay 
on his suspension.

PC REPRESENTS MEDIC 
COMPANY IN RAJ HC 
Jaipur: Former Union 
Home Minister and 
Congress leader P 
Chidambaram was 
in Rajasthan High 
Court on Monday 
to represent Al-
chemist company 
in the case related 
to Jaipur Metals. 
He appeared before the 
Division Bench of Chief 

Justice Akil Kureshi and 
Justice Uma Shankar 

Vyas and put his 
arguments for an 
hour. Additional 
Advocate General 
Major RP Singh 
represented the 
state Govt. The 
next hearing in the 

case has been posted to 
27th January 2022.

HC STAYS SUSPENSION ORDER 
AGAINST ALWAR DY CHAIRMAN
Jaipur: Giving relief to the suspended Deputy 
chairman of Alwar Municipal Council Ghanshyam 
Gurjar, the Rajasthan HC has stayed the Decem-
ber 13 suspension order by the State Govern-
ment. A single bench of Justice Ashok Kumar 
Gaur has ordered that Ghanshyam will continue 
to do the work of the Deputy Chairman.

Kashiram Choudhary

Jaipur: In view of  
Christmas, school holi-
days, and New Year, the 
airfares are increas-
ing. These days the pas-
senger load at Jaipur 
International Airport 
has increased signifi-
cantly. The flights were 
already running full 
due to weddings.

From December 25, 
winter vacations will 
start in the schools and 
people are planning to 
take their children for 

outing. According to 
sources at the airport, 
more queries are com-

ing for those cities 
where the weather is 
not severe.

Ahead of New Year, airfares soar
AIR BUBBLES







FARE VARIATION

Computer operators seeking 
jobs to gherao CMR on Dec 22

Energy corp approves gigawatt level solar plants
First India Bureau

Jaipur: Gigawatt level 
solar plants and pro-
jects will be developed 
in the renewable ener-
gy sector in the state 
and 10% dividend will 

be given to the share-
holders. This decision 
was taken on Monday 
in the AGM of  Ra-
jasthan Renewable En-
ergy Corporation and 
its associate organiza-
tion. ACS Subodh Ag-

garwal said that cus-
tomised packages have 
been approved for some 
big projects leading to 
possibility of  invest-
ment of  Rs 1.5 lakh 
crore in the renewable 
energy sector. Aggarw-

al said that this would 
increase energy capac-
ity and employment 
opportunities. Princi-
pal Secretary Revenue 
Anand Kumar ex-
pressed need to bring 
more investment.

YOUTH MEET PILOT

After the release of REET results in Rajasthan, 
the protest against starting the pending 

recruitment pro-
cess is increasing 
continuously. The 
unemployed youths 
met former Deputy 
CM Sachin Pilot 
and demanded that 

the posts be increased from 31,000 to 50,000. 
After excluding B.Ed candidates from Level-1, 
now REET candidates have intensifi ed demand.

342 GMS GOLD SEIZED

A passenger was detained on Monday with over 
342 grams of gold worth Rs 17.20 lakh after 

landing from Sharjah 
on Air Arabia fl ight at 
Jaipur International Air-
port, a Customs offi cial 
said. During search of 
his checked-in baggage, 
unusually dark images 

of some objects in the wheels were noticed, 
which indicated concealment of metal. 

COVID-19 
UPDATE

9,55,252
TOTAL CASES

14 IN A DAY

9,46,082
TOTAL RECOVERED

8,960
TOTAL DEATHS

0 IN A DAY

210
ACTIVE CASES

83 IN JAIPUR
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK

Indeed, the mercy of 
Allah is near to the 

doers of good.
—Quran

IN-DEPTH

Nitin Gadkari
@nitin_gadkari

Foundation stone laying 
ceremony of 3 NH Projects 

of 86 km worth `1123 crores 
in Jaunpur, Uttar Pradesh. 

#PragatiKaHighway #GatiShakti

Dr Mansukh Mandaviya
@mansukhmandviya

Congratulations to stupendously 
talented  @SriKidambi on 

becoming the first male shuttler 
from Flag of India to clinch a Silver 

medal Second place medal at 
the #WorldChampionships2021 

Badminton racquet and shuttlecock 
India is proud of him. Best wishes 
to him for his future endeavours.

TOP TWEETS

DANGER OF 
DIGITALISING AID

igital systems are 
critical to develop-
ment and humani-
tarian activities, but 
they can expose 

some of  the world’s most vul-
nerable communities to unfore-
seen risks. Recent examples 
from Afghanistan highlight 
these dangers.

In September, it was reported 
that the UK Ministry of  Defence 
had been involved in two sepa-
rate data breaches, potentially 
compromising the safety of  par-
ticipants in the Afghan Reloca-
tions and Assistance Policy pro-
gram, which is intended to pro-
tect people who had worked for 
British forces. These breaches 
followed revelations that the 
Taliban now control systems for 
digital identification that were 
built using international aid. 

As a former official with the 
United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees put it, “The 
Taliban have been given the 
keys to the server room.” Moreo-
ver, information in the Tazkira, 
the digital identity cards used in 
Afghanistan, reportedly can be 
used to target ethnic groups.

PROJECT-SYNDICATE.ORG

D

s the third year of  
the COVID-19 
pandemic ap-
proaches, class-
rooms remain 

fully or partially closed for 
as many as 647 million 
schoolchildren around the 
world. Even where schools 
have reopened, many stu-
dents continue to lag behind.

It is now abundantly and 
painfully clear that children 
have learned less during the 
pandemic. According to 
World Bank estimates, pan-
demic-related school clo-
sures could drive up “learn-
ing poverty” – the share of  
10-year-olds who cannot read 
a basic text – to around 70% 
in low- and middle-income 
countries. This learning loss 
could cost an entire genera-
tion of  schoolchildren $17 

trillion in lifetime earnings.
As Omicron variant takes 

hold, more governments may 
be tempted to close schools. 
Without the online infra-
structure in place to support 
learning, doing so would ex-
tend the educational losses 
and deny children the many 
other benefits of  daily school 
attendance, like the possibil-
ity to connect with class-

mates and develop social 
skills for personal growth. 
Interactions with teachers 
and peers are essential to de-
velop the abilities necessary 
to work collaboratively. Be-
ing part of  a class promotes 
a sense of  belonging & helps 
build self-esteem & empathy.

Throughout the pandemic, 
marginalised children have 
struggled the most. When 
classrooms around world re-
opened this fall, it became 
clear that these children & 
fallen even further behind 
their peers. Before pandemic, 
gender parity in education 
was improving. But school 
closures placed an estimated 
ten million more girls at risk 
of  early marriage, which 
practically guarantees the 
end of  their schooling.

PROJECT-SYNDICATE.ORG

REVERSING PANDEMIC’S 

EDU LOSSES
Investment in 

education must 
include funding for 

educational technology, 
taking into account what 

has worked well in 
different contexts 
around the world 

A

f  we watch Indian social me-
dia closely, the most domi-
nant observation is a relent-
less effort to promote hate 
and polarisation. Initially, it 
was religion oriented but 
gradually it has started en-
compassing ideology, region, 
cast, class and many more 
things including as trivial as 
food habits and dresses.

Friends of  decades are 
now openly declared foes and 
close relatives no longer visit 
each other because of  politi-
cal affiliations. We have 
started disliking colour of  
clothes or buildings, animals, 
architecture, beard, lan-
guage and food as per our 
bias of  other religion. 

Even saying “ good morn-
ing” has a potential to make 
one an illegitimate offspring 
of  long dead Macaulay! 

Such a behaviour pattern 
wasn’t visible openly before 
these times but has become a 
new normal. But one has to 
take a very serious view that 
these nonsensical behaviour 
patterns could be harbinger 
of  major civil strife including 
civil war in future.Though not 
a certainty but the possibility 
can’t be completely negated. 

Small changes accumulate 
and may lead to chain reaction 
in the whole society. If  nothing 
is done to rein them early, the 
cascading effect could be mas-
sive and unmanageable. 

Big buildings collapse be-
cause small repairs were not 
managed meticulously.

Everyone should remem-
ber that violence erupts like 
a volcano. One of  the most 
brutal civil war happened in 
United States of  America and 
one of  the most bloodiest bat-
tle of  this war was fought out-
side a small town called Shar-
pburg in Western Maryland. 

The horrific incident is 
known in history as Battle of  
Antiem and it happened on 
September 17, 1862. This was 
the first battle of  American 
civil war where dead were 
photographed though photog-
raphy at that time was primi-
tive and very tedious. These 
photographs brought forward 
the gruesome reality of  a civ-
il war where more than 22,000 
soldiers died, wounded, went 
missing and captured. 

Photographs also showed 
severely injured Union sol-
diers also who were being 
treated at some makeshift 
ground hospital along with 
large number of  dead horses. 
The whole scenario was very 
macabre. 

On September 19, 1862,  two 
days after the battle, Confed-
erate General Robert E.Lee 
withdrew to Virginia. Photos 
of  that day show shrunken 

road partly packed with dead 
Confederate soldiers’ bodies. 
This lane was called “ bloody 
lane” for many years. 

The entire countryside 
reeked of  death. As commu-
nication system was very 
poor at that point of  time, 
things came to public domain 
much later. People were hor-
rified but that was no solace 
to those who died and there 
families. The facade “ United 
States” is still internally 
deeply divided to observant 
eyes and it stands as a single 
entity because of  its diverse 
population, post civil war.

World shouldn’t forget 
what happened in Rwanda 
where Hutu militia selective-
ly slaughtered Tutsi minori-
ty alongwith moderate Hutu 
and Twa people. At present, 
we are witnessing civil war 
or strife in Syria, Libya, Af-
ghanistan and Lebanon. Very 
near to India, Srilanka lost so 
many of  its citizens in a bru-
tal and protracted civil war 
because of  ego and stupidity 

of  leaders on both sides - Sin-
hala and Tamils. 

The examples are so many 
but few learn from examples 
as many people have psycho-
logical block toward peace. 
They are weaklings them-
selves but are capable of  incit-
ing mob and then participate 
in that frenzy. It appears as 
though these people are born 
with a streak of  malice run-
ning through them, which 
poisons their blood forever, 
the poison of  hate swimming 
in their veins like a mysteri-
ous virus. The hate-filled 
thought proceess may lurk un-
noticed for many years be-
cause its training to a large 
number of  young people is 
very subtle where  parents, 
teachers, preachers, senior 
members of  society all par-
ticipate under the garb of  “ 
saving the culture and herit-
age”. But it ultimately sur-
faces  and may destroy a large 
number of  lives, can cause 
physical disintegration of  a 
nation or permanent seclu-
sion of  its minorities - both 
things could be avoided pro-
vided a process of  assimila-
tion is kept alive with a degree 
of  sincerity for perpetuity.

  In a highly diversified 
country, civil wars go on hap-
pening on local levels where 
people butcher each other in 
small or large scale pogroms 
and then the opportunistic 
politicians and socio-reli-
gious charlatans take full ad-
vantage and perpetuate the 
divide. A malicious trickster 
is always highly capable of  in-
novative falsehood and propa-
ganda. People, unfortunately, 
almost always fall prey to 
such a propaganda. Those 
who don’t, are pushed to cor-
ners and persecuted.

Historically, logical people 
mostly lose to passion and 
malice driven mobs. People 
always want someone to wor-
ship and adore and this some-
one might not be the person 
capable of  understanding the 
value of  assimilation. Soon-
er or later cold hatred wins 
over and becomes an incur-
able condition because it eats 
up the core of  the people, in-
fecting them forever, erasing 
all that is good in them. There 
are people in every society, 
from a small hamlet to a 
mega city, who carry with 
them the embers of  dislike, 
malice, hate and prejudice. 
They keep blowing at them so 
as not let them be extin-
guished by time and a day 
might come in the history of  
a nation when life seeks a 
bunker and death roams all 
over its streets and houses.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY 

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

NEVER PREPARE NATION 
FOR CIVIL STRIFE

I

The hate-filled thought 
proceess may lurk 

unnoticed for many years 
because its training to a 

large number of young 
people is very subtle 

where  parents, teachers, 
preachers, senior 

members of society all 
participate under the 

garb of “ saving the 
culture and heritage”.

Small changes 
accumulate and may
lead to chain reaction in 

the whole society. If 
nothing is done to rein 

them early, the 
cascading effect could 

be massive and 
unmanageable 

DR RAMAWATAR 
SHARMA

The writer is a practising doctor with 
a special interest in psychology
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Kavita Pant

New Delhi: It seems 
that all is not well be-
tween Janata Dal U and 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
in Bihar as there has 
been an increase in 
mistrust between the 
two parties. During the 
last assembly elections, 
JDU had suffered im-
mensely because of  Lok 
Janshakti Party. 

The NITI Aayog of  
the GoI released the 
first health services re-
port, in which Bihar 
was placed at the bot-
tom. After this the pov-
erty report came and 
which marked Bihar as 
the poorest state in the 
country with about 52 
percent poor popula-
tion. Think, the state in 
which Nitish was the 
CM for 15 years and his 
party is ruling for 16 
consecutive years, 
if  it is said to be 
the poorest, 

backward, and poor 
health service state, 
then what would it lead 
to? Wouldn’t it cause re-
sentment? Not only this, 
policing in Bihar was 
also described as the 
worst in the country.

Angered by this, Nit-
ish’s government raised 
questions on the figures 
of  the NITI Aayog but at 
the same time demand-
ed special status for Bi-
har based on the same 
figures. If  Bihar is the 
most backward, poorest 
state then it should get 

special status. But as 
soon as the Bihar gov-
ernment demanded 
special status, the state 
BJP started opposing it. 
State Deputy Chief  
Minister and BJP lead-
er Renu Devi said that 
Bihar does not need 
special category status 
as the central govern-
ment is giving more 
funds to Bihar than the 
special category status. 
Interestingly, there is 
also a tussle between 
the two parties over 
caste census.

All is not well in JDU-BJP! NITISH ENGAGED IN GIVING 
BJP ITS OWN MEDICINE!
Sharat K Verma

New Delhi: Bihar CM 
Nitish Kumar seemed 
to have surrendered his 
ambition and appeared 
satisfied to become the 
CM of  Bihar with the 
help of  BJP. But after 
three-four years of  si-
lence and tolerating 
everything, once again 
his ‘ambition streak’ is 
back and he is again en-
gaged in ‘playing the 
game’. There was a 
time when he, along 
with the RJD and the 
Congress, had decisive-
ly defeated the BJP in 
Bihar. At that time he 
was being seen all over 
the country as an alter-
native to Narendra 
Modi. Nitish was be-
lieved to be the 
natural face of  
the opposi-
tion to com-

pete with Modi. He 
comes from a backward 
caste, does not even 
have a degree problem 
i.e is educated and be-
came an engineer and 
came out of  the move-
ment of  Jayaprakash 
Narayan and is an im-
portant face of  social 
justice i.e. Mandal poli-
tics. But one day sud-
denly he left the opposi-
tion and reached the 

safe 

shell with the BJP. 
When he returned to 
the BJP camp in July 
2017, it was assumed 
that he had given up his 
desire to become an all-
India leader. But by re-
suming the demand for 
caste census & special 
status for Bihar, he has 
revived his old politics.

Nitish met PM with a 
delegation of  leaders of  
all the parties of  Bihar 
& appealed for a caste 

census. After that, he 
waited for six months 
and when it was not de-
cided by Centre, he uni-
laterally announced 
caste census.

Now his govt has sent 
an official letter to NITI 
Aayog and has demand-
ed special status for Bi-
har. The state govt has 
said that Bihar fits all 
the criteria that have 
been fixed for granting 
special status. 

POLITICS OF BIHAR

All JDU leaders believe that at the behest 
of BJP, LJP leader Chirag Paswan fielded 
candidates against JDU, due to which JDU 
was reduced to 43 seats and became 3rd 
party. Nitish and his party were recovering 
from that setback that in 2 reports of the 
NITI Aayog, Nitish was described as the 
most useless CM, due to which the leaders 
of the party were shaken

Nitish Kumar has announced that he will 
conduct a caste census in Bihar and the 
Bihar govt will bear its expenses. This is 
huge which will put the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) in trouble. Keep in mind that the 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is not 
in favor of caste census as it 

can disintegrate structure of 
its Hindutva politics

Chirag Paswan Nitish Kumar
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AHEAD OF ASSEMBLY POLLS

EC delegation on a 
three-day visit to Goa 
to review poll preps
Panaji: A high-level 
team of  the ECI led by 
CEC Sushil Chandra 
will embark on a three-
day visit to Goa from 
Monday to take stock of  
the poll preparedness 
ahead of  the upcoming 
state Assembly polls. 
Goa is slated to go to As-
sembly elections early 
next year.

High-level Election 
Commission teams will 
be visiting poll-bound 
states in the upcoming 
months to review poll 
preparedness. The high-
level EC team visiting 
Goa recently concluded 
its two-day visit to Pun-
jab where assembly 
elections are to be 
held in 2022. The 
team headed by 
CEC Sushil Chan-
dra landed in 
Punjab on 
D e c e m -
ber 15 to 
t a k e 

stock of  the poll prepar-
edness in the state.

As part of  the stand-
ard practice, senior 

EC officials are 
expected to visit 
Uttarakhand, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Ma-

nipur poll-
b o u n d 
states. 
—ANI

The ECI team led by 
Chief Election 
Commissioner 

Sushil Chandra will today 
visit Goa on three-day from 
December 20 to take stock of 
the poll preparedness ahead of 
the State Assembly elections, 
due in February 2022.

—Kunal Singh, 
Chief Electoral Officer

AFTER RESIGNING FROM CONGRESS, 
LOURENCO LIKELY TO JOIN TMC PARTY

Kolkata: Aleixo Reginaldo Lourenco, who 
resigned from Congress on Monday, ar-
rived in Kolkata and is likely to join Trina-
mool Congress, which is also set to con-
test the upcoming state polls. Lourenco is 
likely to meet the TMC's general secretary 
Abhishek Banerjee today. Lourenco, the 
party's state working president, resigned 

from the Member of the Legislative Assembly. 

CEC Sushil Chandra 

IN THE COURTYARD
BAIL TO ACCUSED OF 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
New Delhi: The SC has 
granted bail to a tribal 
woman accused of human 

traffick-
ing on the 
ground that 
despite a 
lapse of 
almost two 
years her 
trial has not 

commenced and said she 
cannot be kept in confine-
ment indefinitely.

COURT GRANTS EXEMPTION TO CHIDAMBARAM 
FROM PERSONAL APPEARANCE, KARTI APPEARS

New Delhi: Court granted exemption from 
personal appearance to ex-union minister P 
Chidambaram in Aircel Maxis case of CBI 
& ED. Karti Chidambaram appeared before 
Delhi’s Rouse Avenue Court. His lawyer 
Arshdeep informed Court that they both 
are on anticipatory bail. The court directed 
them to move for regular bail in the matter. 

MY SILENCE MISTAKEN 
AS WEAKNESS: KUNDRA
Mumbai: Businessman 
and Bollywood actor Shilpa 
Shetty’s husband Raj 
Kundra on Monday said 
that his silence has been 
misconstrued for weakness 
in connection with one 
of the cases involving al-
legations of producing and 
streaming pornographic 
content. However, unfortu-
nately, I have already been 
pronounced “guilty” by the 
media & my family, he said.

VP EXPRESSES DISAPPOINTMENT OVER LACK OF PROGRESS IN 
RESOLVING STALEMATE ON ISSUE OF SUSPENSION OF 12 MEMBERS

NAIDU CALLS
FOR DISCIPLINE, DECORUM

OPPOSITION TO HOLD PROTEST, SEEKS RESIGNATION OF MoS HOME 
OM BIRLA ANSWEARS TO ALL 20 SATRRED QUESTIONS IN QUESTION HOUR

WINTER SESSION OF THE PARLIAMENT REACHES ITS FINAL WEEK
RS ADJOURNED AFTER VERBAL SPAT BETWEEN JAYA & TREASURY BENCHES
New Delhi: Rajya Sab-
ha Chairman M Venkai-
ah Naidu on Monday 
expressed disappoint-
ment over noisy scenes 
in the House during the 
Zero Hour and called for 
discipline and decorum. 

The ruckus began af-
ter the MoS for Parlia-
mentary Affairs V Mu-
raleedharan briefed 
Naidu on the meeting 
between the Centre and 
the leaders of  five opposi-
tion parties for the reso-
lution of  the stalemate 
on the suspension issue 
on Monday morning.

Muraleedharan ex-
plained that the Centre 
waited for the opposi-
tion leaders to turn up 
for the meeting but they 
did not. Naidu then re-
called that he had ad-
journed the House for 
the day last Friday, after 
urging both the sides to 
sit together and discuss 
the matter so as to ena-
ble the House to return 
to normal, “but was dis-
appointed over the lack 
of  progress as reported 
to him by the Minister”.

STATES CAN ALLOW 
TEACHING GITA IN 
SCHOOLS: EDU MIN
State govts can allow 
the teaching of  the 
Bhagavad Gita to school 
students if  they want, 
the govt told LS. Reply-
ing to members’ ques-
tions in the Lower 
House, Education Min 
Annapurna Devi said 
that state govts can also 
make provisions for the 
teaching of  Bhojpuri 
language in schools if  
they want. She said un-
der NEP, edu of  kids in 
regional languages has 
been made must.  —ANI

Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu conducts proceedings in House during the Winter Session of Parliament in New Delhi on Monday. 

MEDIATION BILL, 
2021 INTRODUCED 
IN RAJYA SABHA
Amid Opposition 
uproar, the Centre on 
Monday introduced the 
‘Mediation Bill, 2021’ 
in RS to promote and 
facilitate mediation, 
especially institutional 
mediation. The govern-
ment subsequently 
moved the Bill for 
further consideration 
into the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee 
on Law and Justice on 
demand of the Opposi-
tion parties.

BJP PARL PARTY 
MEETING TODAY
As the ongoing winter 
session of the parlia-
ment reaches its final 
week, the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party parliamenta-
ry party meeting will be 
held today at Ambedkar 
International Centre, 
Delhi. In its notice, 
the BJP Parliamentary 
Party has requested the 
attendance of all BJP 
members of Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha.

CENTRE: VT IS 
NOT ‘VICEROY 
TERRITORY’

The call sign of Indi-
an planes “VT” does 
not mean “Viceroy 
Territory”, replied 
MoS Civil Aviation 
VK Singh on Mon-
day. MP Harnath S 
Yadav on Monday 
sought a reply on 
whether Govt has 
taken cognizance of 
the fact that during 
the British Rule, 
aircraft of India had 
been given VT code, 
by the IATA which 
means “Viceroy Ter-
ritory”. Singh said 
the call sign “VT” 
was assigned to 
India during the In-
ternational Radiotel-
egraph Convention 
of Washington, 1927 
signed at Washing-
ton on November 
25, 1927. “VT” does 
not mean “Viceroy 
Territory” and call 
signs close to India 
or Bharat such as I, 
IN, B, BH, BM or HT 
are already assigned 
to other countries,” 
he replied.

ONUS ON GOVT TO RUN 
PARL: RAHUL GANDHI

New Delhi: Congress 
MP Rahul Gandhi on 
Monday blamed the 
government for the 
stalemate in Parlia-
ment and said that the 
onus of  running the 
House is on govt.

Countering the gov-
ernment’s charge ac-
cusing the opposition 
of  not allowing the 
House to function, Ra-
hul Gandhi said: “We 
are not being allowed to 
raise issues in the 
House. We want the gov-
ernment to remove Un-
ion Minister Ajay 
Mishra Teni and dis-
cuss the Lakhimpur 
Kheri case in the House 
but the govt did not al-
low us to do so.” —ANI

Rahul Gandhi speaks to media over Ajay Mishra Teni, Ladakh and 
Lakhimpur Kheri case, outside parliament in New Delhi on Monday.

I wanted to raise the 
Ladakh issue and 
the struggle my 

brothers and sisters there are 
going through asking for their 
rights, their statehood. I want 
to reiterate and tell the people 
of Ladakh that they will get 
what belongs to them. 
Unfortunately, the govt does 
not allow us to raise the issue. 
I want to send a message to 
the people of Ladakh that we 
are with you, we are going to 
raise your issue.
—Rahul Gandhi, Congress Leader

OPPOSITION 
NOT TO ATTEND 

MEETING 
CALLED BY 

CENTRE TO END 
RS LOGJAM

New Delhi: Monday’s meeting of floor leaders of both Houses 
of Parliament was convened to chalk out the further strategy 
on revoking suspension of 12 Opposition MPs and demand for 
resignation of MoS for Home Affairs Ajay Mishra Teni over the 
Lakhimpur Kheri issue. “We will not attend the meeting called 
by the Government. We will demand the resignation of MoS 
Home Ajay Kumar Misra and revocation of suspension of 12 
Opposition MPs in Rajya Sabha. We will not let both Houses of 
Parliament function,” Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut said.
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सार्वजनिक आपनति नरज्ञप्ति
सर्व साधारण को सूदित दकया जाता है दक दनम्न दिदित आरेिकों के आगे रदण्वत स्ान पर 69 क / 

पुरानी आबािी के तहत पट्टा िाहा गया है जो दनम्न प्रकार से है।

क्र.
सं. आवेदक का नाम व पता वार्ड नं. क्ेत्रफल 

वर्गरज
आवासीय/
वयवसाययक

आपयति 
प्रसततुत करने 
का समय

1. श्ी गोपाि िाि नाई, गोदरनि सैन पुत्ान 
सर. मंगु िाि नाई 17 241.83 आरासीय 7 दिरस

2. श्ीमती मीना िेरी पत्ी पुरुषोत्तम िोपड़ 
बाजार 40.61 वयरसादयक 7 दिरस

3. श्ी हररमोहन गुपता पुत् श्ी िाि गुपता एरं 
अशोक कुमार अग्रराि पुत् हररमोहन गुपता सूर सागर 30.00 वयरसादयक 7 दिरस

4. श्ीमती दरमिा िेरी पत्ी दगरा्वज प्रसाि एरं 
महेनद्र कुमार पुत् दपलिू राम रार्ड नं. 26 306.67 आरासीय 7 दिरस

5. श्ी हरर रैगर पुत् िेरी िाि रैगर रार्ड नं. 6 160.00 आरासीय 7 दिरस
6. श्ीमती िक्मी िेरी पत्ी हररमोहन गुपता रार्ड नं. 28 166.67 आरासीय 7 दिरस

7. श्ी अमर िान पुत् ननहे िा ट्रक यूदनयन 
के सामने 544.44 आरासीय 7 दिरस

8.
श्ी राधेशयाम, रमेश िनि, िेरकीननिन, 
दिनेश कुमार एरं राजेश कुमार पुत्ान सूरज 
मि अग्रराि

रार्ड नं. 17 325.20 आरासीय 7 दिरस

9. श्ी धम्व दसंह मीना पुत् पयारे िाि मीना
नयू ट्रक 

यूदनयन के 
पीछे

120.58 आरासीय 7 दिरस

10. श्ीमती राधा िेरी पत्ी नत्ी िाि रार्ड नं. 18 144.99 आरासीय 7 दिरस 

11. श्ी राजेनद्र कुमार शमा्व, मनोज कुमार पुत्ान 
नारायण िाि शमा्व

सरकारी 
असपताि
के सामने

55.11 आरासीय
7 दिरस22.22 वयरसादयक

12. श्ी अबिुि रजाक, इसिामुद्ीन पुत्ान 
अबिुि शकूर इसिामपुरा 62.22 आरासीय 7 दिरस

13. श्ी दसराजुद्ीन पुत् नूर िान नया बाजार 5.67 वयरसादयक 7 दिरस
14. श्ीमती सायरा बानो पत्ी दसराजुद्ीन धोबी पाड़ा 60.00 आरासीय 7 दिरस
15. श्ी दगरा्वज प्रसाि गुपता पुत् बाबू िाि रार्ड नं. 37 180.04 आरासीय 7 दिरस
16. श्ीमती किसुम पत्ी रजािीन इसिामपुरा 72.06 आरासीय 7 दिरस

17. श्ी कैिाश िनि मािराम पुत् हजारी िाि संयय 
कॉिोनी 21.91 आरासीय 7 दिरस

18. श्ी रामगोपाि गुपता पुत् मुरारी िाि गुपता िारी बाजार 51.76 वयरसादयक 7 दिरस
19. श्ी रमेश िनि शमा्व/गोपीना् नदसया 133.33 आरासीय 7 दिरस
20. श्ी रमेश िनि शमा्व/गोपीना् नदसया 133.33 आरासीय 7 दिरस
21. श्ी अशोक कुमार गुपता/बुद्ािाि गुपता गंगापुर 49.07 वयरसादयक 7 दिरस

अत: दजस दकसी वयक्त को उ्त पत्ारिीयों में पट्टा िेने में दकसी प्रकार की आपदत्त हो तो उ्त
रदण्वत अरदध में पररषि में उपकस्त होकर दिदित रूप में पेश कर सकते हैं। अंिर अरदध में आपदत्त
पेश नहीं होने पर आरेिनकता्व को भूदम का दनयमानुसार पट्टा जारी करने की काय्वराही की जाएगी। इसके 
पशिात् कोई भी आपदत्त नहीं सुनी जायेगी।

आयुकति
िगर पररषद, गंगापुर नसटी

UPPING GIRLS’ MARRIAGE AGE
TO 21 UNFAVOURABLE: MAMTA
Pradeep Garhwal

Jhunjhunu: Women 
and Children Develop-
ment Minister Mamta 
Bhupesh on Monday op-
posed the Centre’s deci-
sion to raise the mar-
riageable age of  the 
girls to 21 years. Stating 
that it is not in favour of  
the girls in any way, she 
asked that if  the age for 
gaining voting right is 
18 years, then why the 
marriageable age was 
increased to 21 years.

Speaking further, she 
said “Girls had no prob-
lems with 18 as the mar-
riageable age and there 
were no complaints also 
in this regard.”

“Why then such a de-
cision was taken all of  a 
sudden, it is out of  my 
understanding,” Bhu-
pesh added. Mamta 
reached Jhunjhunu on 
the occasion of  comple-
tion of  3 years of  the 
State Government. 

Mamta Bhupesh speaks at an event in Jhunjhunu.

Nirmal Tiwari 

Jaipur: Tourism and Civil Aviation Minister Vishvendra 
Singh took a review meeting of the department on Mon-
day and gave directions to the officials regarding budget 
announcement, implementation and timely completion of 
schemes. A brief presentation of departmental plans was 
also presented during the meeting. During this, Minister 
Vishvendra Singh clearly told the officers that the an-
nouncements made by the Chief Minister should be im-
plemented on time, the progress of the schemes should 
be carried out in a time-bound manner, efforts should be 
made to increase the revenue and foreign countries com-
ing to the state through aggressive marketing.

RAMP UP WORK FOR RECOVERY OF 
TOURISM SECTOR: VISHVENDRA

Chittorgarh: Food and 
Civil Supplies Minister 
and district in-charge 
Pratap Singh Khachari-
yawas visited the district 
on Monday and ex-
pressed displeasure over 
Hindustan Zinc releas-
ing contaminated water 
from the factory into the 
village.  He said that he 
would visit Hindustan 
Zinc and other factories 
along with the officials 
and other MLAs and re-
view the condition of  the 
workers there. Khacha-
riyawas said that a la-
bour court will be set up 
for this. He inaugurated 
the exhibition at Collec-
torate Park and inspect-
ed the medical college 
being built in Bojunda.

Begun MLA Rajendra 
Singh Bidhuri said that 
the water of  the sur-
rounding village is get-
ting contaminated due to 
big factories. —FIB

Min angry at 
factory releasing 
contaminated 
water in village

NEWS DIGEST
MURDER VICTIM’S FAMILY ATTACKS 
HOUSES OF ACCUSED, 4 INJURED

SUSPENDED ASI’S 
AUDIO GOES VIRAL; 
BLAMES OFFICIALS, 
THREATENS SUICIDE

HC STAYS BIDDING PROCESS FOR 
SAMBHAR LAKE SOLAR PLANT

Dungarpur: The relatives and supporters of the 
murder victim attacked the family members of the 
accused in Simalwada village under Dhambola 
police limits in the district late Sunday evening, 
injuring 4 of them and damaging 7 vehicles. More 
than a hundred attackers armed with swords, 
batons and stones struck at five houses where the 
families of the murder accused are residing.

Bhilwara: The audio of a 
suspended ASI in Bhilwara, 
threatening to die by sui-
cide & holding SP and SHO 
responsible, has gone viral 
on the social media. The 
matter is of Banera police 
station Bhilwara district. 
The accident happened on 
Nov 6. ASI Satyanarayan 
Naruka was sent to the 
spot as the investigating of-
ficer. In this case, the truck 
driver accused Naruka 
of assaulting him, taking 
Rs 2,000, and snatching 
his phone. Naruka, in the 
audio clip, accused station 
in-charge Nandlal Rinwa 
and Dewan Mangilal Jat of 
saving truck owner.

Jaipur: The High Court on Monday put a stay 
on giving a final shape to the tendering process 
for the upcoming 4,000-MW solar power plant 
at Sambhar lake. Hearing a case of suo motu 
cognisance, the Division Bench of Chief Justice 
Akil Qureshi and Justice Uma Shankar Vyas 
asked the Union government to continue the 
tender process but not to finalise it till next 
hearing. The last date of submitting tender 
application is 28th December.

The city of Jodhpur is emerging 
as the best destination for educa-
tion. In the field of industries 

much work has been accomplished. Now 
with refinery and petrochemical complex 
having come up, the future of industrial 
development is bound to change. 

—Dr Subhash Garg, Ayurveda Minister

Government’s work during 
pandemic was praiseworthy. 
Govt has fulfilled 70% of the 

manifesto promises. The Parwan 
irrigation projects will be completed soon 
so that Kota, Jhalawar and Bara will get 
its benefit. —Pramod Jain Bhaya, Mines Minister

Rahul Gandhi said with a 
thumping chest that he is a Hin-
du. So BJP is not able to do any-

thing on this. The whole (Gandhi) family 
follows rituals and Indira ji used to wear 
Rudraksh. Nehru ji was the reincarna-
tion of a seer. —BD Kalla, Education Minister

Gehlot govt did excellent 
mgmt during Corona: Jully

Lunaram Darji/Subhash 

Pali: First India News’  
Gaurav Samman was or-
ganised in a grand man-
ner in Pali on Monday. 
Cabinet Minister and 
Minister in-charge of  
Pali, Tika Ram Jully said 
that First India News 
started an exemplary 
commendable series of  
Gaurav Samman, which 
encourages Corona War-
riors and other talents. 

“CM Ashok Gehlot 
and the state govern-
ment also started this 
initiative in the entire 
state while respecting 
the Corona Warriors. 
Under the leadership of  
CM, state gove did excel-
lent work in the corona 
epidemic both times, 
whether it was a matter 
of  vaccination or by fol-

lowing the guidelines is-
sued by the govern-
ment,” Jully said. 

He also praised Pali 
Collector and SP for do-
ing commendable work 
in the Corona epidemic.

Pali MLA Gyanchand 
Parakh, Collector Ansh-
deep, Pali SP Rajan Du-
shyant, former vice pres-

ident Child Labour 
Board GoI Shishupal 
Singh, Nagar Council 
President Rekha Rakesh 
Bhati, Aishwarya Sankh-
la District president Ma-
hila Congress Pali, Con-
gress leader Harishankar 
Mewada, Mahavir Singh 
Sukralai, Aditya Raj Sin-
gh attended.

The office of Chief Secretary: 
Kal Bhi, Aaj Bhi, Kal Bhi

Rajendra Chhabra

Jaipur: A new digital 
board depicting the 
Chief  secretaries of  
Rajasthan since Inde-
pendence, has been put 
up  in the room of  the 
Chief  Secretary. The 
idea for the 10-feet long 
and 8-feet wide board 
was introduced by CS 
Niranjan Arya where-
in along with the 
names of  past and pre-
sent CS, in metal, their 
pictures have been dis-
played on a small 
screen adjacent to their 
names.

Interestingly, accord-
ing to Arya, the Secre-
tariat staff  had to make 
umpteen efforts to find 
the pictures of  past CS, 
especially those from 
the 40s and 50s. This 
board is perhaps one of  
the most unique boards 

put up in government 
offices. The names of  
all 43 Chief  Secretaries 
of  the state, since 1949, 
have been mentioned 
in 3 columns and Ar-
ya’s name features as 
the top-most in the 
third column.

The longest serving 
CS—for 8 years from 
1958 to 1966—has been 
Bhagwat Singh Mehta, 
after which VBL Ma-
thur served for 6 years 
who worked with 3 CMs 
of  Congress and BJP. 

Then there were CS’ 
like Anand Mohal Lal, 
TV Ramnan, CK 
Mathew and DB Gupta 
who were removed 
even before their ten-
ure ended.

Interestingly, there 
were those too—like K 
Radhakrishnan, Bhag-
wat Singh Mehta, Mo-
han Mukharjee and CS 
Rajan—who have 
served as CS, twice. 
Whereas, 23rd in the 
name list was Saanwal 
Dan Ujjwal who sat in 

the CS’ chambers for 
merely 3 months.

Kushal Singh was 
the only woman officer 
who rose to become the 
CS, but for merely 8 
months from February 
2009 to October 2009. 
Similarly, Salauddin 
Ahmed is the sole of-
ficer from the minority 
community while 
Niranjan Arya is the 
sole officer from ‘NRE-
GA’ category.

Then there are three 
names who received 
extension while serv-
ing on the post of  CS 
viz Mitha Lal Mehta, 
Anil Vaish and CS Ra-
jan. Now, the entire bu-
reaucracy is eagerly 
waiting for the name 
that will be put up on 
this new board on the 
number 44 and the 
name will be revealed 
on February 1.

Those honoured sitting among the audience listening to the 
speakers at the event.

Tika Ram Jully, Anshdeep, Rajan Dushyant, Gyanchand Parakh, 
Mahipal Singh, Rekha Rakesh Bhati, Shishupal Singh, Aishwarya 
Sankhla, Harishankar Mewada, Mahavir Singh Sukralai, Aditya Raj 
Singh, and Lunaram Darji at the dais during the event.

He was addressing 
First India News’  
Gaurav Samman 
in Pali on Monday



Forgiveness helps to move on - 
unshackle the bondage of 
resentment and hate! 

—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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Rajendra Chhabra

Jaipur: During the 
‘Teen Saal Bemisaal’ 
program of  completing 
of  three years of  the 
state government, 
Chief  Minister Ashok 
Gehlot held several in-
teractions with the bu-
reaucrats during 
which various note-
worthy developments 
occurred. The manner 

in which CM gave pref-
erence to ACS Subodh 
Agarwal, it has cleared 
out that as of  today, 
Subodh is the most 
trusted and favourite 
officer of  the CM.

All the bureaucrats in 
the Secretariat wit-
nessed CM’s ‘friendly 
demeanour’ with Sub-
odh Agarwal. During 
the meeting when Sub-
odh Agarwal started 
putting his thoughts 
across on the subject of  
the meet, at that mo-
ment, CM had to go out 
of  the meeting room, 
however, upon his re-

turn, Gehlot asked Agar-
wal to say his points 
again. This was an un-
common development.

Subodh had said, “We 
are like horses and you 
are like the rider. We 
will run the way you 
make us.” In reply CM 
said, “You are not mere 
horses, you are arabian 
horse.” It is well known 
that arabian horses are 
the best pedigree and 
best in the world. In a 
way, this was a praise 
for Subodh and after 
this incident, tongues 
in the bureaucratic cir-
cles have started wag-

ging if  this was a hint 
as to whose name will 
feature in the new CS 
order on February 1.

During this meeting, 
CS Niranjan Arya had 
given an extempore on 

the three year achieve-
ments of  the state gov-
ernment. CM had pat-
ted Arya’s back twice 
and in his address, had 
praised Arya. This 
means that CS Niranjan 

Arya is his current fa-
vourite officer and 
there is a possibility 
that after his retire-
ment, CM will continue 
to keep Arya with him.

Interestingly, in the 
meeting, CM said that 
the next meeting in the 
conference room will be 
held in the presence of  
new CM and it was this 
comment which ended 
all speculations on an 
extension being given 
to Niranjan Arya. CM, 
turning towards Arya, 
had said that due to 
Covid, a similar meet-
ing could not be called 

in November 2020.
For the state govern-

ment’s exhibition in 
JKK, all ministers and 
secretaries had been di-
rected to be present at 
their respective depart-
ments’ stalls when the 
CM visits the exhibi-
tion. Gehlot reached the 
exhibition at sharp 11 
AM, however, the secre-
tary of  the department 
- Dinesh Yadav - was no-
where visible.

CM Gehlot has also 
publicly expressed his 
displeasure towards 
Principal Secretary 
UDH Kunji Lal Meena in 

the past two programs 
but the situation took 
the U-turn when on Sun-
day, CM praised Meena 
at a program at CMR. 
When Kunji Lal was 
CMD of  Vidyut Prasa-
ran Nigam, he had do-
nated the ‘First Cancer 
Diagnosis Van’ from the 
CSR fund of  the Nigam. 
It was the brain-child of  
Meena and terming 
these vans as extremely 
important, the Chief  
Minister patter Meena, 
and gave directions to 
get more of  these vans. 
Meena is now a happy 
bureaucrat!

Subodh Agarwal: Gehlot’s ‘Arabian horse’, all set to be number 1
TRUSTED, FAVOURITE OFFICER OF CM

Arya to also get 
reward of loyalty 
and efficiency

First India Bureau

Jaipur: CS Niranjan 
Arya and other office 
bearers performed 
Bhoomi Pujan of  Guest 
House in the premises 
of  Raigar Hostel on JLN 
Marg on Monday. Also,  
new auditorium of  Rai-
gar Samaj was inaugu-
rated by Arya and 
Jagdeesh Chandra.

Arya said that the af-
fection he gets from the 
Raigar Samaj is not 
available even at home, 
which increases his re-
sponsibility. 

“I will do the next pro-
gram in the new hall it-

self,” Arya said.
Jagdeesh Chandra 

donated Rs 1 lakh to the 

society and said that 
the society is moving 
ahead with good pro-
jects. He said it is the 
first love of  Arya to 
carry forward works of  
the society and Chief  
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
also stays ahead in such 
works.

Screening committee 
meeting postponed
Arya’s screening com-
mittee meeting which 
was supposed to be held  
on Monday was post-
poned.  Union Youth Af-
fairs Secretary Usha 
Sharma also had come 
to attend the meeting.

Affection showered by Raigar 
Samaj is heartening: CS Arya

(L) Niranjan Arya perform Bhoomi Pujan of Guest House in the premises of Raigar Hostel on JLN 
Marg on Monday. (R) Jagdeesh Chandra with SK Mohanpuria, TR Verma & Pandit on Monday. 

AU BANK GOVT DEPOSIT CASE!

PIL to be filed in HC seeking 
reply from the state govt!

Will Bikaji’s IPO go Paytm’s way?

First India Bureau

Jaipur: In what could 
be termed as perhaps 
most bizzare move of  
all, several depts of  state 
govt have dropped ‘se-
cure line’ of  banking, 
doing away with public 
bank SBI and opened ac-
counts in private AU 
Bank. Now in this re-
gard, Advocate SK Sin-
gh has raised questions 
on govt deposit of  thou-
sands of  crores of  ru-
pees going to AU Bank 
instead of  normal proto-

col of  SBI bank. Further, 
a PIL will be filed in HC 
wherein Singh will ask 
6 questions from state 
govt. Among these, first 
question is as to in 
which banks can the 
funds of  various depts 
and corporations, 
boards of  state govt can 
be deposited? Second, in 
which banks can the 
funds received from in-
stitutions affiliated to 
the central govt can be 
deposited? Third, is SBI 
a state govt bank or any 
other bank also comes 

under this category? 
Fourth, is it correct that 
instead of  depositing 
funds received by state 
govt from centre for its 
depts/boards in SBI or 
other nationalized bank, 
it is being given to a 
small and pvt bank AU? 
Fifth, how much deposit 
was given in AU during 
last 3 years & on recom-
mendation of  which of-
ficials? and lastly, what 
are measures to protect 
the funds of  state govt & 
GoI in event of  the sink-
ing of  AU Bank?

Jinendra Shekhawat

Jaipur: Reputed Bhujia 
company Bikaji is bring-
ing an IPO soon. How-
ever, even before the 
move, concerns have 
surrounded the markets 
and now, a RTI activist 
Gyanesh Kumar has 
raised some questions 
on this issue? Kumar 
has asked if  investment 
of  USA based company 
is being increased in Bi-
kaji or has CII approved 
the acquisition of  Bikaji 
Foods International 
Limited by Light House 
India (Fund III) Limited 
and Light House India 
(III) Employee Trust? He 
has also asked if  Bikaji 

be able to remain a pure 
Indian company in the 
future, will it affect Bi-
kaji’s upcoming IPO, 
whether correct facts 
have been provided by 
the company to SEBI 
and CII and when will 
Red Herring prospectus 
of  the company be re-
leased? Question has 
also been raised on if  
there will be an increase 
in interference of  a for-
eign company Light 
House Funds in man-
agement of  Bikaji in fu-
ture. Interestingly, there 
is a suspense in the mar-
ket and speculation is 
that due to these contro-
versies, Bikaji’s IPO 
may go Paytm’s way too!

LS Speaker Om Birla is 
HERO OF QUESTION HOUR!
BIRLA ENSURED 20 QUESTIONS WERE ANSWERED SANS DISRUPTION

I admire the work 
done by the pair of 
CM Ashok Gehlot 
and CS Niranjan 

Arya. First India is 
always with you 

and we will contin-
ue to work in this 

way in future.
—Jagdeesh Chandra, 

Channel Head First India News

Shivendra Parmar 

Jaipur: Shri Jamunad-
har Jai Devi Johri 
Charitable Trust, tak-
ing an exemplary initi-
ative, has started a Ren 
Basera in front of  Ban-
gar complex of  SMS 
hospital to provide 
shelter to people in 
view of  winter season. 
ACB DG BL Soni & RHB 

Commissioner Pawan 
Arora inaugurated Ren 
Basera on Monday. Soni 
& Arora praised this 
initiative. Trust has 
been establishing Ren 
Basera for past 8 years 
and arrangements have 
been made to accommo-
date over 30 people in a 
container, where all fa-
cilities are being pro-
vided by the trust.

SONI, ARORA LAUD REN BASERA INITIATIVE

BL Soni, Pawan Arora and others inaugurate Ren Basera set up by Shri Jamunadhar Jai Devi Johri 
Charitable Trust in front of the Bangar complex on Monday. —PHOTO BY SANTOSH SHARMA

Aditi Nagar

New Delhi: Lok Sabha 
Speaker Om Birla, who 
has been ‘christened’ 
the Hero of  Zero Hour, 
once again repeated 
history during the 
Question Hour. This is 
the second time in the 
two-and-a-half-year ten-
ure of  the 17th LS that 
all 20 questions were 
answered during the 
Question Hour.

The tradition of  giv-
ing oral answers to 
starred questions dur-
ing the Question Hour 
in the LS started in 1972. 
But since then till the 
17th LS it has not hap-
pened even once that all 
the 20 questions have 
been answered in any 
one Question Hour.

After becoming the 
Speaker of  LS, Birla 
established a new tra-
dition. He encouraged 
MPs to ask short ques-
tions and ministers to 

give short answers as 
well. The result of  this 
was that after 47 years 
in 2019, on November 
27, for the first time, 
all the questions were 
answered by the minis-
ters during the Ques-
tion Hour.

At that time, all sec-
tions had praised the 
skill and innovations 
of  Lok Sabha Speaker 
Birla in the conduct of  

the House, calling it an 
unexpected achieve-
ment. After this, once 
again in the 7th session 
of  the 17th Lok Sabha 
on Monday, Speaker 
Birla took all the 20 
questions and provided 
an opportunity to the 
ministers to give their 
answers in the House.

Thus, this is the sec-
ond time in the 17th Lok 
Sabha that all 20 starred 

questions have been an-
swered during the 
Question Hour. It is 
worth mentioning that 
apart from this, Birla 
also holds the record of  
giving an opportunity 
to 229 out of  265 newly 
elected members to 
raise issues in the 
House, 1066 in one ses-
sion, and maximum of  
161 members in a day to 
speak during zero hour.

LS Speaker Om Birla interacted with the chairpersons of the standing committees on Monday.

Abhishek Srivastava 

Jaipur: As the state 
government completes 
three years of  govern-
ance, UDH minister 
Shanti Dhariwal will 
lay the foundation stone 
of  20 development 
works of  the JDA today. 
The total cost of  the 
works is Rs 150 crore. 
Besides, he will also lay 
the foundation stone of  
two development works 
of  water supply depart-
ment -- renovation work 
of  Chandlai feeder and 
drinking water scheme 

in Samred 

Khurd. Other works in-
clude civil works worth 
Rs 19.81 crore in Loha 
Mandi scheme, West 
Way Heights Scheme 
devp work worth Rs 
9.82 crore, Rs 11.10 
crore work in Pannad-
hay Nagar, Rs 3 crore 
road construction in 
Hathoj.

BJP MLAs get JDA 
work approval faster 
than Congress: Data
While there is Congress 
govt in state, an inter-
esting fact has come to 
light which puts in ri-
val BJP in a better 
light. Data dictates that 
approval of  works from 
JDA, areas of  BJP 
MLAs are way ahead of  
constituencies from 
where Congress MLAs 
have come. Works in 

BJP MLAs’ areas 
will start at 

double cost of  
constituencies 

of  Cong 
MLAs. 

Dhariwal to lay 
foundation of 22 
devp works today

First India Bureau

Jaipur: A Congress 
leader from the Hardoi 
district of  UP has sent a 
letter to party president 
Sonia Gandhi seeking 
her intervention in get-
ting Rajasthan CM 
Ashok Gehlot’s permis-
sion for euthanasia for 
himself  and his family. 
In his letter, Dr Shyam-
prakash Shukla has 
said that his son and 
daughter-in-law have 
been implicated in a 
fake case by Rajasthan 
Police. He threatened 
that if  permission is 
not given to his family, 
then they will self-im-
molate themselves out-
side Raj Assembly. 
Shukla also alleged that 
Pilot had played a role 
in getting a case of  sui-
cide registered as a 
murder case. Shukla’s 
son Prateek was princi-
pal of  Shri Jain Adarsh 
Vidya Niketan, Nokha 
in Bikaner & his daugh-
ter-in-law Priya Shukla 
was a teacher here.

First India Bureau

New Delhi: In the case 
related to GST evasion 
of  Rs 869 crore by Miraj 
Group, now the director 
of  M/s Miraj Products 
Pvt. Ltd Vinay Kant 
Ameta has reached the 
Supreme Court for bail. 
A hearing on the bail 
application was held in 
the Supreme Court on 
Monday, however, Am-
eta did not get relief  
from the SC. 

Although SC issued a 
notice to the Central 
Government and now 
the next hearing in the 
Supreme Court will be 
held on January 10, 2022 
wherein whistleblower 
advocate SK Singh will 
oppose Ameta’s bail in 
the Apex Court.

UP Congman 
requests for 
euthanasia 
from Gehlot

MIRAJ GROUP 
`869 CR GST 

EVASION CASE

SC turns down 
Vinay Kant 
Ameta’s bail plea

Shanti Dhariwal

Niranjan Arya Subodh Agarwal

—
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orever Star India 
awards and In-
dia’s biggest beau-
ty pageant Forev-
er Miss and Mrs 
India were organ-
ised in Jaipur 

from December 17 to 
20 at hotel Marriott. 
More than 300 final-
ists of  the city, state 
and national win-
ners were crowned 
day by day after the 
talent rounds and 
grooming ses-
sions. Women par-
ticipated with 
great enthusiasm 
and owned the ti-
tles with grace 
and gratitude. 
Jagdeesh Chan-
dra was present 
as Chief  Guest on 
the third day of  
the event. 

On the fourth or 
final day of  the 
event, more than 250 
awardees from 
across the country 
were honoured with 
the title of  ‘Forever 
superheroes and 
Forever superwom-
en’, among other 
awards. The models 

also got a chance to walk 
the ramp in various attires 
by renowned designers. 
They did complete justice 

to the prestigious labels as 
they graced the ramp with 
utmost panache. With gor-
geous makeovers and daz-
zling attire, the partici-
pants looked like the belles 
of  the ball.

Decked up with dazzling 
lights, beautiful decor and 
upbeat music, the gala 
event was the talk of  the 
town. The participants and 
organisers worked in com-

plete harmony 
to ensure the 
smooth flow of  
the events.  

During this 
event, all the 
Covid proto-
cols were fol-
lowed by or-
g a n i s e r 
Rajesh Agraw-
al and the 
team. 
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THE FOUR-DAY EVENTS, FOREVER STAR INDIA AWARDS & FOREVER MISS AND 
MRS INDIA HELD AT HOTEL MARRIOTT CAME TO A BEAUTIFUL CONCLUSION ON 

MONDAY AS WINNERS WERE ANNOUNCED FOR MANY CATEGORIES!

GLAMOUR
FASHION
GLAMOURGLAMOURGLAMOURGLAMOURGLAMOUR
Of beauty, 

POORVI SINGHAL
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

F

Naomi Reibero and Binita Shankar
Neha Barwase 

Amrita Srivastava 

Hemlata Kashyap, Dr Sonali Soner, Sadhna Singh, 
Naina Bhalodiya and Dr Vasundhara

Jagdeesh Chandra addressing the audience, also seen are Tanya Dubey, Sobita and Saloni Gusain

Riya Paul, Jaya Chauhan, Jerry Khosa, Rajesh Agraw
al, Am

rita Srivastava, Kirti Choudhary, Shruti Chautani, Tanya D
ubey
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BRUNCH 
DIARIES! 

pre-launch brunch party for 
the two mega First India events 
for 2022: First India Queen of 
Cosmos’22 and Fashion Connect 
Season 11 was held at Reloaded 

Blackout on Sunday. Queen of Cosmos, 
an initiative by Jagdeesh Chandra 
will be held on March 10, 2022, in 
Dubai and Fashion Connect Season 11 
curated by brand ambassador Rishee 
Miglani will also be held in March 
2022 in Dubai. Amidst a delectable 
menu and an ethereal white ambience 
against the view of the Pink City, the 
brunch was a lush affair. City First 

brings to you some 
more glimpses from 
the celebratory 
afternoon.

A

—
PHOTOS BY M

UKESH KIRADOO

Ayan, Ashwin, Rishee and Swati Neeta Joshi Deepak Gupta, Anjali Gupta and Veerransh

Sushmita Aind, Yash Kothari and 
Poorvi Singhal Vinay Singh, Hardeep Singh, Vanya, Sid and Sujata Bhandari

Tushar and Deepak Sankit Balveer Singh and Garv Khurana Deepak Sharma, Amitabh Sharma, Jagdeep Singh and Gurinder Virk

Pankaj and ReemaAnkit Chaudhary, Ayan and Rohit Kukreja

Dr Poonam Madan, Angela Falod, Jassi Chhabra, Ayush Soni, Mohit Faold and Shivani Soni

Vishal Jalani with his wife Chefs: Harvendra Singh, Manoj Kumar, Jibrail Ansari and Rajesh Kumar Hiteshi Bagrecha and Khushi Sonkhiya

Shalini Narukaa and Farha Ansari

Sanjay Sardana and Devendra Singhasan Nadeem, Jinu and Ashish from the band, Nisva
Manmeet Singh

Raj, Sidharth Lodha, Mandakini, Vinay Singh, Vanya and AbhimanyuDr Puneet SaxenaDr Monica Saxena

Nitika Kasliwal and Ayush Jain Rajat Sharma, Jasbir Kaur and Ajay Saini

Guests caught in a candid moment

Kewal Miglani, Keval Mehra and Gurinder Virk Minal Sahni and Doorva

JD Maheshwari and Rahul JonwalKaynaMayuri Sogani and Priyatam SoganiRajat with his wife

Jagdeesh Chandra with (L-R) Ryan, Shreya Gupta and Anita Hada Anjana Miglani

Payal and Shreya



he ‘I Dream School’ 
fosters a concept of  in-
terpersonal relations 
among students which 
guarantees purity, in-
nocence and aware-
ness of  chastity. The 

emphasis is on dignity decency 
and decorum of  good manners 
which enables the students to 
imbibe a sense of  morality sa-
credness of  the body.  Jagdeesh 
Chandra reached to meet the 

children and interacted with 
them. He also motivated them 
to do wonders in the future. The 
children also performed dances 
on the occasion. 

Parul Beel and Dushyant Beel 
along with the teachers were 
also present on the occasion. 
They said, “We firmly believe in 
the philosophy of  ‘Learn with 
fun’. Kids are given full freedom 
to move around, interact, play 
and learn. The classrooms are 

designed keeping in mind a 
child’s tastes and needs. Low-in-
height colorful seating arrange-
ments, toys, teaching aids and 
charts are part of  the classroom 
decor. In an atmosphere of  love, 
affection and joviality, your 
child will be taught not only the 
fundamentals in education but 
also will learn etiquette and 
good manners, unconsciously 
while playing in an atmosphere 
of  love affection and joy.”

CITY FIRST

R
ambagh Golf  Club organ-
ised a two-day eternal 
play and Heel Golf  tour-
nament on December 18 

and 19. The tournament was 
sponsored by Dr Ajit Bana of  
EHCC Hospital. About 170 club 
members participated in the 
event. Club Captain Dr Ashek 
Gupta and Tournament Con-
venor Sandeep Sharma in-
formed that the format of  
the tournament was kept sta-
ble, Golfers from Senior Mem-
ber/Citizen of  the Club and La-

dies Category (19-24) catego-
ries played the matches on Sat-
urday, whereas golfers of  handi-

cap category was played on 
Sunday. Apart from this, attrac-
tive prizes were also kept.
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

DURING THE DAY!

 A one-day workshop was organised under the National 
Intellectual Property Awareness Mission (NIPAM) at SS Jain 
Subodh PG Mahila Mahavidyalaya on the topic ‘Intellectual 
Property Rights Awareness Program’. Assistant Controller 
Patent and Design Dr Jitendra Sharma spread awareness 
among girls about Intellectual Property Rights and their 
efficient management. College Principal Dr Renu Joshi 
welcomed the keynote speaker and program coordinators 
Dr Sunita Gajawat, Dr Manju Baghmar. Dr Shachi Sharma 
paid gratitude for efficient management.

Jagdeesh Chandra reached to bless Kavish Sharma on his 
second birthday on Monday. Kavish is the son of Mahesh 
Sharma of the First India family. Seen in the picture are, 
Jagdeesh Chandra with (L-R) Mukesh Bhavsar, Narendra 
Bharadwaj, Ravi Malik, Mahesh Sharma, Manoj Sharma, 
Kavya Sharma, Shyam Tripathi, Meenakshi, Kavish and 
Vinod Sharma.

Praful Patel with Advocate SK Singh during the wedding 
celebrations of his son Prajay Patel at Taj Rambagh on Sunday.

Jagdeesh Chandra was greeted by Kapil Raj on Monday as 
the latter paid a courtesy visit at his residence. 

Robin Roy with wife Sarbani and daughter Gargi after 
casting their votes and returning home in the crucial 
Kolkata Municipal Corporation Election on Sunday.

Dreams do come true

T

Sudha Kuchhal and Ravi Kuchhal celebrated their 50th Golden Jubilee alongside their daughter Garima Kuchhal Jain and Dhruv 
Jain’s Silver Jubilee. It was a double occasion hence all family members gathered from Singapore, Mumbai, Delhi and Meerut.

GOLDEN JUBILEE!

GOLF TOURNAMENTJIFF POSTER LAUNCH!

CITY FIRST

C
hief  Secretary 
Niranjan Arya 
released the 
poster of  the 

14th Jaipur Interna-
tional Film Festi-
val (JIFF 2022) at 
the Chief  Secre-
tary’s residence. 
Arya assured that the 
Rajasthan government 
would give financial 
support to JIFF. The 
founder-director of  
JIFF Hanu Roj and 
spokesperson Rajen-
dra Boda were also pre-
sent on the occasion.

During this, Chief  
Secretary Niranjan 
Arya said that JIFF 
has given Jaipur and 
the country a new iden-
tity in the field of  cin-
ema. Today, filmmak-

ers from many 
countries come to 
Jaipur with their 

films. They also 
have a craze for it. 

This encourages the 
art and culture and 
tourism of  Rajasthan. 
He will participate in 
the opening ceremony 
of  JIFF on 7 January 
as a Guest of  Honour.

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

CITY FIRST

T
hree days Na-
tional Beauty 
Contest Miss 
and Mrs India 

Glam Season to be or-
ganised in Jaipur from 
29 to 31 December 2021 
at Ananta Resort Delhi 
Road Jaipur on the 
theme ‘Healthy Woman, 
Strong Woman’ in asso-

ciation with RK Events, 
Ravisurya Group and 
Ananta Resort Jaipur. 
On Sunday, Top 30 girls 
and women interested 
in the fashion sector 
were selected through 
the Look Launch, 
Jaipur final audition. 
The candidates cat 
walked and showcased 
their talent via danc-
ing, modelling, theatre.

THE LOOK LAUNCH

Niranjan Arya with Hanu Roj and Rajendra Boda

During the tournament

Dhruv, Disha, Sudha, Garv, Ravi, 
Garima,Shereshta, Gauri and Sandeep

Jagdeesh Chandra with Dushyant Beel, Parul Beel and the children

Jagdeesh Chandra with Gauravi Sharma

MITALI DUSAD
mitalidusad01@gmail.com

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS!

Jagdeesh Chandra 
greeted supermodel Tanu 
Choudhary on the occasion 
of her birthday on Sunday, 
December 19. Elite Miss 
Rajasthan Director Gaurav 
Gaur along with various 
models and actresses 
was also present on the 
occasion to wish the 
birthday beauty.

We The Women of Rajasthan and Flying Minds presented 
Women Empowerment Award'21 at Hotel Radisson on 
Sunday. Actress Kirti Kulhari also graced the occasion and 
felicitated the awardees. —PHOTO BY NAIM KHAN

WINGS TO FLY!

Kirti Kulhari addressing the audience

Jagdeesh Chandra with the lovely children

Jagdeesh Chandra with (L-R) Shekhar, Gaurav, Shubhda, Megha, Isha, 
Yashasvi, Pearl, Swati, Tanu, Himakshi, Sumitra, Riya and Soni

Shruti Pareek, Shefali Tak, Kiran Kanwar, 
Manpreet Taneja, Sonali Yadav among participants

Tanu with Gaurav, Sumitra, Soni, 
Riya and Himakshi

CITY FIRST

I
ndia’s leading online fabric 
marketplace, Fabriclore host-
ed its flagship event, ‘The Fab 
Talk’, which on Sunday at 

Jaipur Modern. The designer’s 
meet event which kicked off  in 
Jaipur will soon be followed by 
other cities across the country. 
Designers Jayati Goenka, Ashna 
Vaswani and Karan Vig in con-

versation with Anupam Arya 
were the invited guests on the 
panel. Anupam Arya, Co-found-
er of  Fabriclore said, “The 
craftsmanship of  a garment can 
be influenced by the kind of  fab-
ric used. Fabriclore, India’s top 
brand of  artisanal & contempo-
rary fabrics, offers the largest 
catalogue of  both curated & orig-
inal designs. We are delighted to 
host ‘The Fab Talk’ in Jaipur.”

THE FAB TALK

Sumitra, Soni, Tanu and Isha 
caught in a candid moment

Sudha and Ravi 
Kuchhal with 
Ayaan, Apnavi, 
Disha, Garv,  
Shereshta, Arinjay, 
Dr Sarat, Dr Taru 
Chaya, Rashmi, 
Gauri,  Kunal, 
Dhruv, Garima , 
Sandeep, Ritu, 
Arjun and Apra

Anupam Arya, Karan Vig & Neidhi Dube

—
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